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In the June 2006 issue of the Dealer Connection, DMV 

Director Carl Ford wrote about changes to the dealer 

licensing process.  One of the enhancements was the 

use of a personal identification number (PIN) in 

conjunction with the dealer license number, which 

allows you to transfer titles and purchase dealer and 

temporary license plates at the Tax Collector’s Office.   

The PIN was given to dealers as an added security 

control, and allows you to transact your business with 

us without question.  To help safeguard this 

information, the Tax Collector’s Office has implemented 

the following practices:   

PINs will not be maintained in any tax collector offices.  

Dealer PINs should be placed on your check, along 

with the dealer license number, which you already 

include.  This will make the PIN available to the clerk 

when the work is run in the system.  Once the work is 
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� PIN policy 


� DMV works to reduce curbstoning  

�� DMV updates  

�� New Specialty plates now available 

�� Change to odometer disclosures 

�� Dealer Guide now available  
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Dealer Connection is a quarterly publication of the Pinellas 
County Tax Collector, 315 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33756. 

Committed to citizen-centered government 

processed and the check is deposited, the PIN will no 

longer be on file in our office.  For dealers doing cash 

transactions, the person presenting the work will 

verbally present the PIN number to the clerk 

receiving/processing the work.   

For more information on dealer licensing, please refer 

to procedure DLR-01 in the Field Operations Section of 

the DMV Procedure Manual, available online at 

http://www3.hsmv.state.fl.us/Intranet/dmv/Manuals/DM

VProcedures/BFOEC/DLR-01.pdf.� 

���%���	�	���	&��
���	��
��������������

The Bureau of Titles and Registrations is taking action 

to deal with those operating outside of Florida’s dealer 

licensing laws.  As part of this new enforcement effort, 

tax collector offices statewide are now following a new 

requirement recently added to DMV Procedure TL-11, 

which provides (in part): 

When … the name of the purchaser entered in the “Transfer 

of Title by Seller” section has been lined through, altered or is 

not the same person …, the owner of record must either: 

accompany the purchaser to the tax collector’s office to 

provide an affidavit as to the alteration, or must apply for an 

unaltered certificate of title to transfer to the purchaser.  If 

either of these guidelines cannot be met, a court order is 

required.   

According to Carl Ford, DHSMV’s Director of Motor 

Vehicles, these new requirements are in response to 

the increasing incidence of curbstoning.  Director Ford 

explained that the Department had too much supporting 

evidence not to do anything about this, and was 

obligated to take action.  While he recognizes this is a 

customer service issue for tax collectors, consumer 

protection must take precedence.  Hopefully, this will 

affect a minimal number of customers.� 
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Due to the fact that Florida does not require 

notarization on its titling documentation, a decision was 

made to no longer reject any documents coming from 

other states that are not properly notarized.  This 

statement applies even if that state requires 

notarization on their title documentation.  DMV 

Procedure TL-10 is in the process of being updated to 

reflect this information.  Please note vessel MCO’s and 

DHSMV form 82053 (POA) still require notarization. 
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In the December issue we informed you that the full 

name of the appointee is required on the small power of 

attorney form, HSMV 82053.  The full name is also 

required on form HSMV 82995, the rainbow POA.  TL-

02 in the DMV Procedures Manual will be updated to 

reflect this change.  
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Pursuant to section 320.27(3), and 320.771(j), Florida 

Statutes, a dealer license applicant must submit with 

their application a garage liability insurance (GLI) 

policy, which shall include, at a minimum, $25,000 

combined single limit liability coverage including bodily 

injury and property damage protection and $10,000 

personal injury protection (PIP).  The dealer license 

applicant can submit proof of the garage liability 

insurance coverage in the form of a garage liability 

insurance policy, declarations page or certificate. 

If the applicant has a main lot and several sub-lots, the 

$25,000 GLI covers all lots.  If the applicant has 

multiple dealerships (different dealer license numbers), 

one garage liability insurance policy may cover all the 

dealerships located at different locations.  In such a 

case, DMV can accept the garage liability insurance 

policy using the same policy number if the following 

requirements are met: 

� The dealerships shown on the policy are owned 

and operated by the same person/corporation. 

� The policy states the minimum garage liability 

insurance coverage amount of $25,000 per 

dealership for combined single limit liability 

coverage including bodily injury and property 

damage protection.  For example, the garage 

liability insurance policy must reflect a coverage 

amount of $100,000 for four dealerships owned 

and operated by the same dealer.  

� The PIP coverage of $10,000 is specified.  Please 

note that PIP coverage for each business is not 

required.  PIP coverage of $10,000 for each 

occurrence will cover all dealerships owned by the 

same dealer. 
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The Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 

plans to merge certain information on the Driver 

License and Motor Vehicle database in order to create 

a long-awaited Motorist Database.  The projected 

implementation date is between April and June 2007.  

At that time, there will be a one-time update of the 

name, sex, and date of birth from the Driver License 

database to the Motor Vehicle database.  After the 

update, the name, sex and date of birth will be 

protected fields and must be updated through a Driver 

License office.  However, whenever customer 

information is updated on the DL database, the 

information will be automatically updated on the Motor 

Vehicle database and will be available in real time.  

This will result in more accurate customer records for 

both tag agencies and EFS dealers.  

The mailing and residential addresses must be the 

same on both databases, with no exceptions.  

However, independent mail-to addresses will be 

available on both databases.  

As a result of this pending merge, some current 

practices will change.  For example, we will no longer 

be able to change the name, sex or date of birth, so if a 

customer requests to have a title issued in her new 

married name, it will be necessary to have her driver 

license updated prior to titling the vehicle. 

Thank you as always for your cooperation.  �����
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Support  
Homeownership  
for All 
 
 
 
 
Supports Homeownership for All, Inc. 
 
 
 
Agricultural  
Education 
 
 
 
 
Supports the Florida Future Farmers of America 
Foundation, Inc. 
 

And in case you didn’t know, the University of Florida 

plate has been redesigned – Go Gator Nation!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In addition, Florida Memorial University, Nova 

Southeastern University, and Southeastern University 

have all redesigned their plates.  All are $27.00 plus 

applicable plate fees.���� 
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The Tax Collector’s Office has the newest specialty 
plates in stock.  They are: 
 
 
 
A State  
of Vision 
 
 
 
 
 
Supports the Florida Association of Agencies Serving 
the Blind, Inc.  
 
 
 
Donate  
Organs 
 
 
 
 
 
Supports the Transplant Foundation, Inc. 
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You will soon be seeing a new “Actual Mileage” check-box in the “Transfer of Title by Seller” section of the Florida title 

certificate.  This new check-box, which has been added to the odometer disclosure information on the Florida title 

certificate, will require that a box be checked whenever an odometer reading given during a transfer is “actual mileage.”  

Eventually, this new check-box may be added to dealer reassignments on the back of the title certificate, as well as other 

DHSMV forms that contain odometer disclosures and declarations.  It is important to keep a lookout for the “Actual 

Mileage” check-box, since these titles require that one of the three odometer status boxes be checked whenever a 

vehicle is traded in (transfer section on front of title).  The Tax Collector’s Motor Vehicle Bill of Sale is also being updated 

to include the “Actual Mileage” check-box, so it will conform to the design of the new Florida title certificate.���� 
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P.O. Box 749 

Clearwater FL 33757-0749 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 6 Vessel Dealer Training 

April 3 Motor Vehicle Dealer Training 

May 8 Towing & Storage Lien Training 

May  Closed for Memorial Day 

June 5 Mobile Home Dealer Training 

June 12 Motor Vehicle Dealer Training 
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We are proud to announce that a Tax Collector Dealer 

Guide is now available to you.  The guide was 

produced by our Training Department to meet a 

recurring need for a basic, quick-reference guide to 

dealer paperwork.  This Dealer Guide is intended to be 

used for the following purposes: 

� To provide basic information on dealer paperwork 

for new dealer title clerks and others, until they can 

attend one of our Dealer Training Classes. 

� To provide basic information on dealer paperwork 

for dealer title clerks and others who are unable to 

attend a Dealer Training Class. 

� To inform dealer representatives and others of 

Dealer paperwork requirements, when visiting our 

offices. 

The Dealer Guide is available at the dealer window.  

You may also obtain one on our website, at 

www.taxcollect.com.  Look for the link to Licensed 

Dealers and click on the 2007 Tax Collector’s Title and 

Registration Guide for Dealers.   

We would like to thank Ben Hagenlocher at our North 

County Office who suggested that this Guide be 

created.  Content feedback should go to Chris Ellis, 

Training Manager, at cellis@taxcollect.com. ���� 

 


