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� Upcoming Specialty Plates 

�� New Legislation 

�� ELT lienholder reminder 

�� Plate transfer reminder 

�� Dealer Licensing Enhancements  

�� Upcoming dealer training 

�� Harbor Branch Oceanographic Inst. specialty plates  
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Dealer Connection is a quarterly publication of the Pinellas 
County Tax Collector, 315 Court Street, Clearwater, FL 33756. 

Committed to citizen-centered government 
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Another legislative session has ended and as always, 
several specialty plate bills have passed the legislature.  
Once approved by the governor, DMV will begin taking 
the steps needed to produce them.  Please note: the 
designs illustrated are preliminary and may change 
before final production. 

The new plates include A State of Vision, Future 
Farmers of America, Homeownership for All, and 
Donate Organs – Pass it On.  All cost $27 plus the 
plate fee. 

In addition, veterans of recent military conflicts will be 
able to display a tag that shows their service in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom. There will be no additional charge for the 
new license plates.�

Other specialty plate changes include: the fee for the 
Florida Sheriffs Youth Ranch specialty plate increases 
$5, from $22 to $27 plus plate fee, and the motorcycle 
specialty license plate fee increases from $17 to $22 
plus plate fee.  Also, the name of Florida Memorial 
College license plates changes to Florida Memorial 
University.  Finally, active members of the Florida 
National Guard will continue to enjoy free license 
plates. 

On a related note, registrants will be able to make a 
voluntary contribution to the Florida Heart Research 
Institute.  The Institute currently benefits from sales of 
the Stop Heart Disease plate. 

Look for more information on these plates as they 
become available. � �
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In addition to new specialty plates, the 2006 legislature 
approved the following items. 

MOTOR VEHICLE DEALERS 

�  Exempts new franchised motor vehicle dealer 
licenses from prelicensure training requirements if 
they have been continuously licensed for the past 2 
years.  Refer to 320.27, F.S. 

�  Revises the definition of “demonstrator” for the 
purpose of provisions relating to manufacturing, 
importing and distributing motor vehicles.  Refer to 
320.60, F.S. 

�  Specified licensees are required to pay certain 
compensation amounts to motor vehicle dealers 
after termination of the dealer's franchise 
agreement.  Refer to 320.64, F.S. 

�  Conditions under which opening or reopening of 
the same or successor dealer within 12 months is 
not considered an additional dealer subject to 
protest. 

�  Provides criteria for measurements of the distance 
between dealer locations. 

�  The department is not required to determine the 
accuracy of any distance submitted in a notice.  
Disputed distances are to be resolved by a hearing.  
Refer to 320.642 for the last three items. 

 
 
 
 
MOTORCYCLES 
 
 
316.2128, F.S. was created to require a person selling 
motorized scooters and miniature (pocket) motorcycles 
to display a notice that these vehicles “are not legal to 
operate on roads or sidewalks and may not be 
registered as motor vehicles” and to provide this 
notification to purchasers. 

320.02, F. S. was amended to provide that upon 
original registration of any motorcycle, motor driven 
cycle or moped the owner must prove they have 
obtained the necessary endorsement on their driver�
license. 
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The Tax Collector’s Office has been receiving calls 
lately from customers who tell us they have been 
leaving their license plates with the dealer when 
they turn in their lease vehicles.  Please help your 
customers out and make sure they get their plates 
back before they leave the dealership.� �

Finally, 316.211 was revised to require motorcycle 
riders under 21 years of age to display a license plate 
unique in design and color. �  
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We understand there is still some confusion regarding 
ELT lienholder addresses and would like to offer 
clarification.  

If an ELT participant wants to use a different address 
than the one currently on file, they should contact DMV 
directly to have the appropriate account numbers set 
up. DMV gives lienholders the option to opt “in” or “out” 
of the ELT program, but the lienholder cannot request 
to have one title issued as an ELT and another issued 
on paper.  The only exception is those lienholders 
which have set up retail transactions to be processed 
one way, and commercial accounts a different way.  
Visit the ELT information page at 
http://www.hsmv.state.fl.us/dmv/elt.html for additional 
information and a contact phone number for setting up 
that type of arrangement. 

Please keep in mind that once you mark the “ELT 
Customer” box on form HSMV 82040 (Application for 
Title/Registration), no paper title will issued and the 
lienholder’s mailing address will not be used.   

If the lienholder is not currently an ELT participant, they 
may contact DMV and request to be added to the ELT 
lienholder list.  The contact information is available 
here: http://www.hsmv.state.fl.us/dmv/elt.html 

Otherwise, we will need the lienholder’s FEID (Federal 
Employer Identification Number) and suffix to be 
entered in Section 4 of form HSMV 82040, so a paper 
title can be mailed. �  
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The Division of Motor Vehicles, Bureau of Field 
Operations (BFO), recently implemented several 
changes to streamline the dealer licensing process. 
First, as part of the Vehicle Information System Overall 
Redesign (VISOR), a new dealer license processing 
system was developed.  This system is Windows based 
and has a wide variety of features that provide the 
department and the dealer with better security controls.  
In addition, the department decentralized the process 
by allowing each BFO Regional Office the ability to 
issue original and renewal dealer licenses to the 
dealers in their area. 

When an original dealer license is issued, the dealer is 
sent a license certificate which is a document printed 
on secure paper with pre-numbered forms and must be 
accounted for in an annual inventory.  The dealer is 
also sent a personal identification number (PIN).  The 
PIN is a four digit number and is printed at the top 
center of the dealers receipt when the first license 
certificate is printed.  The receipt accompanies the 
dealer license and should be stored in a secure area for 
future reference.  The PIN number will not appear on 
subsequent renewals or modification to the license. 

The PIN number is a security feature that allows the 
holder to transfer titles and purchase dealer and 
temporary license plates.  The PIN number is used in 
conjunction with the dealer license number at the Tax 
Collector’s Office to complete those transactions.  

In addition, a person with knowledge of the dealer 
license number and PIN can transact purchases 
without question.   It is for these reasons that the dealer 
license number and PIN should only be given to trusted 
employees.  If it is compromised, the dealer should 
immediately write the department and apply for a new 
PIN.  The letter requesting the new PIN must be on the 
dealer’s letterhead and must be signed by one of the 
officers shown on the application.  The department will 
assign a new four digit PIN that is randomly selected; 
however, the dealer may request a specific four digit 
numerical configuration in their letter to the department.  
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Don’t forget about our 2nd and 3rd quarter dealer 
classes being offered to you by our Training Team here 
at the Tax Collector’s Office.  We have the following 
classes scheduled and hope you’re able sign up for 
one, two, three or all of them: 

�  Motor Vehicle Dealers: June 6  

August 8  

October 3 

December 5 

�  Mobile Home Dealers: June 27  

October 31 

�  Vessel Dealers: September 12 

�  Towing & Storage: September 26 

You’ll gain a wealth of knowledge from the class 
presentation, which focuses on DHSMV procedures, 
policies and forms.  The Training Team will help guide 
you through the many different forms and how to 
properly complete the most frequently used forms.  
Remember, these classes are provided at no charge 
and you can attend them as many times as you like.  
You can access our class schedule on our website at 
www.taxcollect.com and click on Licensed Dealers.  To 
sign up for one of our classes, call Toni Wolff at 582-
3133 or e-mail her at twolff@taxcollect.com. �  

The request should be sent to: 

Division of Motor Vehicles 
Dealer Licensing Section 
Mail Stop 65, Room A312 
2900 Apalachee Parkway 

Tallahassee, FL 32399 

The department is in the initial stages of developing a 
website that will allow the dealer to change their PIN 
through a secure process.  The department will notify 
all dealers when this feature is available. 

As always, the department looks forward to a 
successful working relationship with Florida dealers so 
that we can accomplish our mission of “Making 
Highways Safe”! �  
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P.O. Box 749 
Clearwater FL 33757-0749 
 

June 27 Mobile Home Dealer Training 

July 4 Closed for the 4th of July 

August 8 Motor Vehicle Dealer Training 

September 4 Closed for Labor Day 

September 12 Vessel Dealer Training 
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The Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute will be 
promoting its specialty license plates in August and you 
can do your part by promoting these plates at your 
dealerships. 

Funds from the Protect Wild Dolphins plate go towards 
wild dolphin related research and include providing care 
and assistance to stranded wild dolphins.  The Protect 
Florida Whales plate funds whale research, 
rehabilitation, and education programs, while the 
Aquaculture plate provides funding for aquaculture 
research and education programs. Finally, the Save 
Our Seas plate supports marine science research and 
education programs. 

And don’t forget, if the same owner purchases more 
than ten Save Our Seas or Aquaculture plates, the 
specialty fee is only $10 per plate.  What a whale of a 
deal!  For more information, visit Harbor Branch at 
www.hboi.edu. �  


